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Directors Present 
Director Corny Gallagher, Chair 
Director Rick Stacey, Vice Chair 
Director Steve Beneto 
Director Sonney Chong 
Director Richard Cuneo 
Director Richard Engel 
Director Rex Hime 
Director Marko Mlikotin 
Director Kathy Nakase 
Director Amparo Pérez-Lemus 
 
Directors Absent 
Director Cynthia Bryant 
 
Ex Officio Members Absent 
Assembly Member Roger Dickinson 
Senator Darrell Steinberg 
 
Staff Present 
Norbert J. Bartosik, General Manager/CEO (GM) 
Brian A. May, Deputy General Manager (DGM) 
David Elliott, Assistant General Manager, Racing (AGM) 
Dana McIlwain, Assistant General Manager, Chief Financial Officer (AGM) 
Robert Craft, Chief of Police 
Marcia Shell, Admissions, Parking & RV Park Manager 
Susan Vellutini, Human Resources Manager 
Jan Risso, Contracts Manager 
Joan Evans, Interim Marketing Manager (IMM) 
Greg Kinder, Exhibits Supervisor 
Brian Honebein, Sponsorship Sales 
Paul Gillingham, Entertainment Coordinator 
Pamela Fyock, Commercial/Concessions Support 
Randy Brink, Cal Expo Volunteer 
Linda Contreras, Recording Secretary 
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Others Present* 
Cortez Quinn, Representative for Assembly Member Roger Dickinson 
Eloise Morales, Festival De La Familia 
Jane Einhorn, Runyon Saltzman & Einhorn 
Courtney Pasqual, Runyon Saltzman & Einhorn 
Cristin Wagoner, Runyon Saltzman & Einhorn 
Ken Allred, Gerry Kamilos LLC 
Alan Horowitz, California Harness Horsemen Association 
Mona Foster, Cultural Advisory Council 
 
*May not include all others present in the room or arriving late. 
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1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Gallagher at 12:30 p.m. 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Chair Gallagher lead the Board, Staff and Guests in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Chair Gallagher read the Mission Statement and the Policy Statement. 
 

3. ROLL CALL AND DIRECTORS ABSENT 
 

Roll call was taken by GM Bartosik and a quorum was present.  Director Bryant was 
not present and had asked to be excused. 
 

Motion: 
It was moved by Director Nakase and seconded by Director Hime to excuse the 
absence of Director Bryant.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 

4. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS & STAFF 
 
Introduction of Guests and Staff were made around the room. 
 

5. PRESENTATIONS 
 

a. Presentation by the Board Chair to Amy Coleman-Casias, AGM, Special Projects 
on Recognition of the Years of Service with Cal Expo 
 

AGM Coleman-Casias was unable to attend today and the presentation will be 
rescheduled to the April meeting. 
 
b. Presentation to the Board by Susie Cano Guzman with Festival De La Familia 

 
Eloise Morales thanked the Board for being a partner in Festival De La Familia and 
highlighted some of the great programs planned for the 20th Annual Festival De La 
Familia on Sunday, April 3, 2011. 

 
c. Presentation by Runyon Saltzman & Einhorn to Present the Radio Commercials, 

“Refined” Outdoor Advertising and Preliminary Print Ads 
 
Director Mlikotin arrived at 12:42 p.m. 

 
Runyon Saltzman & Einhorn team presented the 2011 State Fair Ad Campaign. 
 
Director Mlikotin asked that pre-sale ticket promotions highlight the savings the 
customer receives by buying in advance.  Board Members agreed. 
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Directors Mlikotin and Stacey expressed a desire that TV scenes promoting 
agriculture should be shot at an agricultural location or the appearance of an 
agricultural location in place of a city street. 
 

6. MINUTES OF MEETING 
 

a. Board Committees & Meeting Minutes of February 25, 2011 
 
Motion: 

It was moved by Director Hime and seconded by Director Nakase to approve the 
Board Committees & Meeting Minutes of February 25, 2011 with a date correction 
from January 28, 2010 date to 2011.  In favor:  Directors Gallagher, Stacey, 
Beneto, Chong, Cuneo, Engel, Hime, Nakase and Pérez-Lemus.  Abstained: 
Director Mlikotin.  Motion carries. 
 

7. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS 
 

a. State Fair, Agriculture & Marketing Staff Reports 
 

IMM Evans reviewed her Staff reports included in the Board packet.   
 
IMM Evans reported Staff will be releasing a Press Release on Monday announcing 
the theme of the 2011 State Fair and the Concert Series Schedule.   
 
IMM Evans reported an online pre-sale opportunity for purchasing 2011 State Fair 
tickets will be offered to Cal Expo subscribers and Facebook fans on March 30 and 
31.  The public will be able to purchase tickets beginning on April 1. 
 
Brian Honebein, Sponsorship Sales distributed and reviewed an updated 2011 
Sponsorship Revenue Tracking Report to the Board.  A copy for review is on file. 
 
Director Engel provided an update on State Fair and Agriculture programs.   
 
Director Engel thanked Directors Hime, Chong, Pérez-Lemus, Gallagher and Nakase 
for their support in joining him in the purchase of a Gala Sponsorship Program 
Package for the event on Friday, July 8th. 
 
Director Engel reported on the Ag Day at the Capitol event held on Wednesday, 
March 23rd which was a success despite the bad weather. 
 
Director Engel reported Friends of the California State Fair Scholarship deadline was 
March 11th.  About 200 applications were received which is up about 10% from last 
year. 
 
Director Engel reported the Counties Exhibits is up to 31 participants. 
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Director Engel encouraged the Board to consider participating in the Director’s Chef 
Challenge Cook Off scheduled on Sunday, July 24, 2011 at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Director Nakase commented she had received a call from American Ag Credit and 
they were trying to determine where to place scholarship monies they had to 
contribute.  Director Nakase suggested someone from the Friends of the Fair contact 
them to find out if they would consider supporting the Scholarship Program and the 
Gala. 
 
Chair Gallagher thanked and complimented Director Beneto for his continuous support 
of Sale of Champions. 
 
Chair Gallagher thanked Director Engel for being the first Board Member to contribute 
to the 2011 Sale of Champions by issuing a check in the amount of $350. 
 
b. Operations & Planning Staff Reports 

 
Director Cuneo reviewed the Staff reports included in the Board packet. 
 
c. Horse Racing Committee Reports – Director Beneto 

 
Director Beneto reviewed the Staff reports included in the Board packet. 
 
AGM Elliott distributed an updated “Horsemens Page for Purses Generated vs 
Purses Paid” Report (HR 3).  A copy is attached and made part of the record. 
 
There is an error on report HR 1, the figures noted on the Difference line for the Avg. 
Daily Handle is $14, 243 and the Commissions is $239,166. 

 
Director Beneto left at 1:38 p.m. 
 

d. Executive Committee Report – Chair Gallagher 
e. Legislative Committee Report – Director Hime 

 
Director Hime reported on Legislative Consultant’s Norm Towne’s summary of AB 
1204.  The bill parallels the legislative goals of the Board. 
 
Chair Gallagher reported on some interaction he and Director Nakase had with 
Governor Brown. 
 
Director Nakase told the Governor that Cal Expo is looking for legislative fixes and 
the Governor acknowledged he is aware of Cal Expo’s needs.   
 
Chair Gallagher introduced himself to the Governor and the Governor responded, 
“We need to fix Cal Expo”. 
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8. FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 

a. Contracts/Purchases Requiring Board Approval 
b. Contract/Purchases Requiring Board Notification 
 
Vice Chair Stacey reviewed the Staff reports included in the Board packet.   
 

Motion: 
It was moved by Director Hime and seconded by Director Cuneo to approve the 
Contracts/Purchases Requiring Board Approval.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 

9. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
a. Review for Approval Staff Recommendations of the Updated Members and 

Committee Lists for the 2011 Agricultural Advisory Council 
b. Review for Board Approval Staff Recommendation of the 2011 Agriculturalist of 

the Year Recipient 
c. Review for Board Approval Staff Recommendation of the 2011 Golden Bear 

Award Recipient 
d. Review for Board Approval Staff Recommendation of the 2011 Lifetime 

Achievement Award Recipient 
e. Review for Board Approval Staff Recommendation of the 2011 Agricultural 

Progress Award Recipient 
f. Review for Board Approval Staff Recommendation of the 2011 California 

Vineyard of the Year Recipient 
g. Review for Board Approval Staff Recommendation of the 2011 California State 

Fair Rodeo Hall of Fame Recipient 
 
Chair Gallagher reviewed the updated 2011 Agricultural Advisory Council Members 
List and Committees List included in the Board packet. 
 
GM Bartosik reported 9c and 9e are being pulled from the Agenda and will be 
brought back next month. 
 
GM Bartosik reported that the recipients for the following categories are: 
 
The 2011 Agriculturalist of the Year Recipient to:  Robert E. Gilbert. 
 
The 2011 Lifetime Achievement Award Recipients are to:  Cal Poly; University of 
California, Davis and University of California, Fresno. 
 
The 2011 California Vineyard of the Year Recipient to: To Kalon Vineyards 
 
The 2011 California State Fair Rodeo Hall of Fame Recipient to:  Director Steve 
Beneto. 
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Director Cuneo spoke on behalf of To Kalon Vineyards as a premier vineyard in 
California. 
 
Director Engel spoke on behalf of Robert E. Gilbert for Agriculturist of the Year.  A 
copy of his biography is attached and made part of the record. 

 
Motion: 

It was moved by Director Hime and seconded by Director Pérez-Lemus to approve 
the Consent Calendar 9a; 9b; 9d; 9f and 9g.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
Director Mlikotin suggested changing process for selecting the Agriculturist of the 
Year to nominating three individuals and waiting until the night of the Gala to 
announce the winner which could possibly increase ticket sales.  A suggestion 
possibly for next year. 
 

10. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
a. Letter from California Department of Food & Agriculture, Division of Fairs & 

Expositions on the Annual Fair Disbursement Report 
 

The Board had no questions. 
 

11. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

a. None 
 

12. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. None 
 

13. MATTERS OF INFORMATION 
 

a. Public Comments 
 
b. Directors’ Comments 

 
Director Hime asked that consideration be given to providing lunches that are 
simpler and reflect foods of the Fair. 
 
Director Mlikotin asked Staff when Andy Plescia will be providing an update on the 
Cal Expo Renewal Project. 
 
DGM May reported that a preliminary report will be provided to the Board next month 
from Mr. Plescia with a written report presentation to the Board in June. 
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Chair Gallagher said he would be asking each Board Member to share their vision 
for Cal Expo at a meeting following receipt of the final report from Mr. Plescia for the 
Cal Expo Renewal Project. 
 
c. Manager’s Comments 

 
GM Bartosik provided an update to the Board on the 2011 State Fair Concerts. 
 
GM Bartosik reported at last night’s Cultural Advisory Council meeting it was 
announced that the City of Sacramento will be holding their annual Youth Summer 
Job Fair and Cal Expo will be represented on Saturday, April 2, 2011 at Cesar 
Chavez Park with over 30 other organizations. 
 
d. Next Board Meeting – Friday, April 29, 2011 
 
e. Other, if any 

 
Randy Brink provided his report. 

 
14. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The Board of Directors meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 
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CALIFORNIA EXPOSITION & STATE FAIR 
 

Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 
Friday, March 25, 2011 

11:30 a.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 
Committee Members Present: Corny Gallagher, Chair 
 Director Richard Cuneo 
 Director Rick Stacey 
 Director Amparo Pérez-Lemus 
Staff Present: 
General Manager/CEO (GM) Norb Bartosik 
Deputy General Manager (DGM) Brian May 
Assistant General Manager, Chief Financial Officer (AGM) Dana McIlwain 
Cal Expo Volunteer Randy Brink 
Recording Secretary Linda Contreras 
 
Chair Gallagher called the meeting to order at 11:30 a.m. and dispensed with reading 
the Mission Statement and Public Comments Statement. 
 
Chair Gallagher reviewed the meeting minutes from February 25, 2011. 
 
Motion: 

It was moved by Director Pérez-Lemus and seconded by Director Cuneo to accept 
and recommend to the Board for approval the Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 
for February 25, 2011 as mailed.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. None 

 
MATTERS OF INFORMATION 
 
1. Staff Reports 

a. Legislative Update 
 

Chair Gallagher reported on the Legislative information received from Legislative 
Consultant Norm Towne. 
 
Chair Gallagher and Director Nakase shared with the Committee a brief 
conversation each had with Governor Brown at a Western Growers/Farm Bureau 
reception. 
 
Director Nakase said that she introduced herself to the Governor and told him that 
Cal Expo was looking for some legislative fixes to secure Cal Expo’s future.  The 
Governor expressed interest in helping. 
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When Chair Gallagher was introduced to the Governor a few minutes later, the 
Governor responded, “We need to fix Cal Expo”. 
 
Chair Gallagher reported that the financial contributors for Cattlemen’s Day may 
relocate the event to the California Mid-State Fair in Paso Robles. 
 
Chair Gallagher said he would be asking each Board Member to share their vision 
for Cal Expo at a Board meeting following receipt of the final report from Andy 
Plescia for the Cal Expo Renewal Project. 
  

ADJOURNMENT 
 

The Executive Committee meeting adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 
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CALIFORNIA EXPOSITION & STATE FAIR 
Horse Racing Committee Meeting Minutes 

Friday, March 25, 2011 
10:30 a.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 
Committee Members Present: Steve Beneto, Chair 
 Director Sonney Chong 
 Director Rick Stacey 
 
Committee Members Absent: Director Cynthia Bryant 
 
Staff Present: 
General Manager/CEO (GM) Norb Bartosik 
Deputy General Manager (DGM) Brian May 
Assistant General Manager, Racing (AGM) David Elliott 
Assistant General Manager, Chief Financial Officer (AGM) Dana McIlwain 
Admissions, Parking & RV Park Manager Marcia Shell 
Recording Secretary Linda Contreras 
 
Others Present: 
Legislative Consultant Norm Towne 
California Harness Horsemen’s Association (CHHA) Alan Horowitz 
California Harness Horsemen’s Association (CHHA) Rocky Stidham 
 
Chair Beneto called the meeting to order at 10:33 a.m. and dispensed with reading the 
Mission Statement and Public Comments Statement. 
 
MATTERS OF INFORMATION 
 
1. Staff Reports 

 
AGM Elliott distributed an updated “Horsemens Page for Purses Generated vs 
Purses Paid” Report (HR 3).  A copy is attached and made part of the record. 
 
There is an error on report HR 1, the figures noted on the Difference line for the Avg. 
Daily Handle is $14, 243 and the Commissions is $239,166. 
 
AGM Elliott reviewed his Staff Report included in the Board packet.  The 
overpayment is now at $413,000 
 
A discussion ensued about preventing an overpayment in the future once the 
overpayment reaches a zero balance. 
 
A Racing Profit & Loss Statement will be presented at the April Meeting. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 

The Horse Racing Committee meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 
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CALIFORNIA EXPOSITION & STATE FAIR 
 

Ad-hoc Legislative Committee Meeting Minutes 
Friday, March 25, 2011 

10:00 a.m. 
 
Committee Members Present: Rex Hime, Chair 
 Director Steve Beneto 
 
Staff Present: 
General Manager/CEO (GM) Norb Bartosik 
Deputy General Manager, (DGM) Brian May 
Assistant General Manager, Chief Financial Officer (AGM) Dana McIlwain 
Recording Secretary Linda Contreras 
 
Others Present: 
Legislative Consultant Norm Towne 
 
Chair Hime started the meeting at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Legislative Consultant Norm Towne reviewed a series of bills including AB 95, AB 1204, 
SB 40 and SB 45. 
 
AB 95, signed by the Governor, eliminated the $32 million in Fair Funding.  The bill 
takes effect immediately since it’s a trailer bill to the 2010/11 budget. 
 
AB 1204, Dickinson, is the Cal Expo bill reviewed with the Board last month.  Intent 
language has been drafted and submitted to Legislative Counsel.  It’s also been 
reviewed with Brian Kelly of Senator Steinberg’s office.  Mr. Kelly expressed a concern 
with the language addressing the terms of the Board Members, saying that the Senator 
could not support this because of the precedent setting nature. 
 
Chair Hime said he would meet with Mr. Kelly to discuss the Senator’s concerns. 
 
SB 40 and 45 would authorize internet gambling which could further diminish horse 
racing wagering. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 




